MIss M., aged' 66. The first lesion to be noticed was on the front of the chest. One on the front of the chest has undergone partial involution spontaneously. No more were observed until ten months ago, when one appeared on the scalp in the right parieto-occipital region.
he himself applied CO2 snow, healing was slow, and even after the lesion had apparently resolved, histological examination showed active mischief still in progress in the deeper tissues.
Case of Multiple Basal-celled Epitheliomata.
BY H. W. BARBER, M.B.
MIss M., aged' 66. The first lesion to be noticed was on the front of the chest. One on the front of the chest has undergone partial involution spontaneously. No more were observed until ten months ago, when one appeared on the scalp in the right parieto-occipital region.
There are a number of basal-celled epitheliomata scattered over the scalp, back and chest. One on the scalp and one inside the left ear have ulcerated. It is difficult to extract a satisfactory history from him, and his statements differ on essential points from time to time. He has, however, for a long time taken a Lmixt'ure containing six minims -of liq. arsenicalis to the dose, three times daily.
Section of Dermatology
He has also taken a large number of other medicines, the composition of 'which is not known. Presumably the arsenic was given him for psoriasis, from which he has probably suffered for some fifteen years.
He came to see me at Guy's Hospital some weeks ago. At that time, apart from intense brown pigmentation of his skin, hyperkeratosis of his palms and soles, and scaly patches of psoriasis, there were large fungating tumours on his scalp, face and ears, with two large flat growths, one on each upper arm (see figs. 1, 2) . The diagnosis of chronic arsenical dermatitis with secondary epitheliomata was made.
FIG. 2.
Unfortunately a section made from one of the tumours on the arms was not satisfactory and another is being prepared. The tumours on the head have been treated by a large heavily-filtered dose of X-rays, and there has been great improvement in a short space of time. There is no evidence of liver-insufficiency. DISCUSSION . Dr. S. E. DORE asked whether the epitheliomatous growths occurred on the psoriasis patches, as it was very rare for that to happen.
Dr. BARBER replied that it was impossible to decide this point.
